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The f i v e  sherds  from :5aynard's Gate a r e  typiBal of t h e  q u a n t i t y  of po t t e ry  
1 _ rccovsred. from medieva.1. iron-$:orki.ng s i t e s  ir. t h e  a r e a  , aithougil 5.n t h i s  

i.nstancc t h e  context of discovery docs not permit t h c  furnccc i t s e l f  t o  be 
- 

assigned t o  t i e  medieval period on ceramic evidence alone.  

2 Threo f a b r i c  types  a r e  represented :- 

1. Shcll-/sand-tempered ware; one sherci. Eark grey  core with red-buff 

oxidised. margins. So f t  f a b r i c  with f a i r l y  smooth v e s i c u l a r  su r f ace  and 

rough f rac ture .  !.?oderate inc lus ions  of  medium/f i n e  dark quar to  s?nd; sons 

shell .- tcnner indicate:! by plz+,e-like vc.id.s. Ciscolutior. of tl!r $:?ell i n  

a.ci9. s o i l  condi t ions  cotlld. o.?.use the vcsicul- l r  surface3; altcrr.nt5.vely9 the 

temper mag have burnt out d u r i n ~  f i r i n c .  

2. Crey sand-tempcred ware; t h r e e  she:?&. Ga26 grey core 2iith re2  narpins 

and g:>i:;j sfirfnce . x'r7 Zrl y h;i.ri, h,.r:;:h +~::x-l1wr-ci! f:i.bric v i t h  rou,?', f m c t u r ~ .  

Conr;on inc lus ions  of rnotiun cuz r t e  s m d ,  ?.nd r a r e  *specs of r c l  i ron  cre .  

3. Rcd sand-tcm?ered ware; orrc sherd. 2e2-nin!: throughout. :!?,j-d-, zm:.c<?>. 

t e x t u r e  v i t h  f a i r l y  snooth f r zc tu rz .  ? . lod~r?~te  i nc lus ions  of f i n e  eua r t z  

sand and specs of r ed  i ron  ore;  r a r e  f r a ~ m e n t s  of  s i l t s t o n e .  

None of t hese  viares can be pos i t i ve ly  z t ' t r ibn ted  .lo s p e c i f i c  k i l n s ,  but 

Fabr ics  1 2nd 2 ! ~ v e  ljecn reco,-nised on o the r  iron-\!orking s i t e s  i n  t h e  Iiigh !!e-Id. 
4 5 and can be pa.ralleled. z t  ?:inepit !food and Parrock . Fabr ic  3 i z  superficially 

s i m i l a r  t o  some of t h e  r ed  sand-tempercd rwres at Parrock where white-slinoed 
6 

decorated ,j&zs of t h i s  type can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  Err,lswood k i l n  near  P,ciszte . 
t h e  zbsence of fea tured  sherds  from 32a,yna,rd's Gete, .however, t h e  source co.niiot - 

be de te rn iced  ; . l th.ou~h t h e  si l-bctonc inc lus ions  ur.ml6. be consistent >:ith 

manufacture 7:ithin t h c  broed ,-eogra.?hical s r e a  of !,Iealdcn clavs.  

Da'ting is  haza.rdous, if not impossible. Shell-tem2ering (Fabric 1) does not 

- 7 occur i n  West Kent groups a f t e r  c. 1300 and appears t o  d i e  out i n  ilcst Surrey 

2.t l e a s t  h?Jf a century ear l . icr .  These 2nd t17.e sand-tempered vzres ( ~ n b r i c  2 ) ,  

however, were found a t  1Jinepj.t i.!ood where i n d i ~ s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  dated by C2"rbon-14 
. .,. 8 

t o  t h e  fowteenth-fiPtecnt11 cectwy . For t h c  forsceable  fu ture ,  physical  nlclhods 

; o f  da t inz  medieval bloor?erics t i i l l  be of grc,?.ter s ign i f i cance  than traditio!?.>l. 



r:crn:ni.c t;.pa?.ncics; even n broad r:lngc of absolute  iln.tes b~nu.16 he17 t o  e s t z b l i s h  i 

. t h e  lonzcvi ty  of gotter'y types  wi th in  tho  !:e?ld. . 

1 Area-c::cnv-tion of t h c  merliev?.l iron-v:crkj.ng con7lex ct !Iinegit iiood p r o d ~ c c d  
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